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myself. When once there, I find a resplendent
kingdom, full of mysterious charms. I am re-
ceived as a respected and beloved master. The
inhabitants kneel before me. Sometimes sorrow-
ful because they have succumbed to invincible
temptations; sometimes joyous because they have
resisted the snares of life, they confide to me their
griefs and their joys. I listen with interest, some-
times pitying, always delighted. Then, in taking
leave of them, I say: l Beings of my being, con-
tinue to think of him who lives in you, as you
live in him.' And the moments spent in this
fascinating kingdom, amid fraternal thoughts and
souls, are the sweetest of my existence. Why
must I go there so rarely? A time will come,
however, when every one will have the faculty of
spending a large portion of his life in this happy
country; for access to it will become more and
more easy/'

Long after, I understood the meaning of these
words.

IX. The more we reflect, the more we perceive
that Happiness dwells within us. Through a
regrettable lack of comprehension, we wear out
our lives in seeking it elsewhere. When, fatigued
and bewildered, we return within ourselves, we
find the divine flame dull or extinguished.